Role of natriuretic hormones in the diagnosis of patent ductus arteriosus in newborn infants.
Haemodynamically significant patent ductus arteriosus worsens respiratory distress by initiating pulmonary congestion and inactivating of surfactant. Excepting size of the ductus, several factors influence ductal flow. Atrial natriuretic hormones provide clinically useful data, especially in serial follow-up of the patient.